
Minutes of Land Use, Parks and Environment (LUPE) Committee 

 

Tuesday, January 21, 2014 

 

 

Chair Jim Heinrich called the meeting to order at 8:30 a.m. and led the committee in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Committee Present: Supervisors Jim Heinrich (Chair), Dave Zimmermann, Jim Batzko, Fritz Ruf, Walter 

Kolb and Tom Schellinger.  Absent: Supervisor Pamela Meyer.  

 

Also Present: Legislative Policy Advisor Sarah Spaeth, Legislative Associate Karen Phillips, Planning and 

Zoning Manager Jason Fruth, Park System Manager Dave Burch, Attorney Kim Haines and County Board 

Candidate Michael Starich.  

 

Approve Minutes of December 10, 2013 

MOTION:  Schellinger moved, second by Ruf to approve the minutes of December 10, 2013 as amended.  

Motion carried 6-0.  

 

Executive Committee Report of January 20, 2014  

Heinrich summarized the items discussed at the January 20th Executive Committee meeting:   

    Results of the 2013 tax foreclosure process  

 Resolution to sell and relocate or tear down the old Waukesha County Health and Human Services 

Building was approved unanimously 

    Ordinance to implement fiduciary safeguards for Waukesha County Historical Museum 2014 County 

funding was approved unanimously  

    Determination of appraised value for tax foreclosed property in Menomonee Falls 

 County Board Committee reports by committee chairs 

 

Future Meeting Date 

 February 18, 2014  

 

Ordinance 168-O-076:  Amend The Text Of The Town Of Delafield Zoning Ordinance To Create 

Section 17.10 (5.5) Of The Town Of Delafield Zoning Ordinance Regarding Modifications By Special 

Exception Due To Erroneously Permitted Work (ZT-1766) 

Fruth was present to discuss this ordinance which authorizes amendments to the Town of Delafield Zoning 

Ordinance to create a special exception process for improvements that have been constructed on a particular 

site and are later determined to have been erroneously permitted by the Town Building Inspector or Zoning 

Administrator. 

 

Fruth noted the proposed amendment addresses a recently discovered problem relative to the Town’s open 

space provisions that were not properly administered by the former building inspector.  Between 1998 and 

2010, numerous permits may have been issued in error.  In one subdivision alone, about half of the properties 

are in violation of Town’s zoning ordinance with regard to impervious surface limitations.  The Town of 

Delafield is proposing text amendments to their zoning code to provide for a special exemption for 

homeowners whose properties are in violation of open space requirements as a result of the errors.  Because of 

the complexities involved, Waukesha County Planning and Zoning staff and Corporation Counsel met with 

Town of Delafield officials to discuss the issue in detail.  Planning and Zoning staff recommended this 

ordinance be approved as presented.   

 

Kolb voiced support for this ordinance, as the zoning amendment will take a burden off of property owners 

and avoid a plethora of possible future litigation.   

 

MOTION:  Kolb moved, second by Ruf, to approve Ordinance 168-O-076.  
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Heinrich asked if most of the problems were brought to the forefront when properties were put up for sale.  

Fruth stated yes, in part, but also with new permit or variance requests when it was realized “the numbers 

don’t add up”.  People have experienced problems selling their homes because of existing violation issues.  

This may continue to occur, but this change would allow owners to be proactive and take care of the issue 

ahead of time.  

 

Motion carried 6-0. 

 

Development of Off-Road Bicycle Trail in Minooka Park 

Burch presented an overview of the progress of the off-road bike trail development in Minooka Park.   

 Minooka is one of the largest parks in Waukesha County, containing almost 600 acres. 

 The off-road trail system is designed to fit within the master plan update for Minooka Park. 

 Volunteers complete about 95% of the trail work, including planning and construction. 

 The County contributes labor to build the trails and posts signs to guide users to the trails. 

 Upon completion in 2014, the network of trails will total five miles.   

Process of Updating Park Emergency Management Plans for Access to Trails 

Burch stated that hundreds of events are held in the parks each year, and efforts are underway to develop a 

systematic way to improve emergency response time within the parks system.  The plan will update 

emergency management plans and signage within Waukesha County parks and recreation areas to provide 

more precise access and location information to emergency personnel and parks users.  Data points will be 

established for connector trails, winter hiking trails and entryways to be used with GPS locators.  The digital 

information will be integrated with the countywide dispatch system, allowing dispatchers to send help to the 

nearest trail head or trail intersection.   

 

Heinrich asked which of the three municipalities (City of New Berlin, Town of Waukesha, City of Waukesha) 

would respond to an emergency in Minooka Park.  Burch said Waukesha County dispatch determines who 

responds.  Most of the responses are from the City of Waukesha.   

 

Schellinger asked is there ever an opportunity to use Waukesha County parks free for a day in effort to 

promote the parks.  Burch stated there is not, but he would check into that possibility.  He added that the cost 

to enter the parks is minimal.   

 

Zimmermann asked about the cost of the new signage.  Burch stated the cost is between approximately five 

and ten dollars each, plus the cost of the decal.  Burch will obtain the exact costs and relay the information to 

Zimmermann.    

 

Zimmermann asked if there are any plans for an “app” for the Waukesha County Parks.  Burch stated that staff 

is doing research on apps for parks and the golf courses; however, cellular signals are not currently available 

in some outlying areas of the County parks.  

 

Ruf left at 9:30 a.m.  

 

MOTION:  Batzko moved, second by Zimmermann to adjourn the meeting at 9:34 a.m.  Motion carried 5-0.   

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

 

 

Pamela Meyer 

Secretary 


